An l”ustratecrrranscription
Joseph Hing]eg’s
Diaryof 1911

Joscph Hingleg was born in Crad!eg, England, in1850 and cmigrated to the Unitcd
States in187%. Thirt3~eight years later, at age 61, he traveled from Fortlancl, Oregon,
back to his Place of birth. What follows is a transcriPtion of the diarg he kePt of his

Joumeg.

Jamcs Hingleg Hicks, Summer, 2009
(Great-(Grandson oFJoscPh Hing]cg
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A (Guide to Names Mentioned in the Diarg

Adelaide [Horton (b. 1 877), JosePh’s niece, daughter of his sister
[annah Hing]ea Horton; visited in Cleveland; age 24 in 1911

Albert Hingleﬂ (b.1 879),JosePh’s nePhew, son of brother David
Hing]ea; visited in Crac”eg; age 32in 1911

Alice Horton (b. 1869), Joseph’s niece, c]aughter oFJosePh’s sister
[annah Hing]ea [Horton, visited in Crac”cy; age42in 1911,

Alice Coleman, visited in Bexhill-on-Sea, niece, daughter of wife’s sister
Fllen (b. 1884), age27in1911. On13 known Photograplm

JosePh’s niece (1881-1 947), claugl']ter of his brother David Hing|ey,
visited in Crac”eg; age 30in 1911, married to [Jerbert [Jead

Ann Hing]eﬂ (b.1850), first cousin oFJosePh Hing|eg, c’aughter oFJames
Hing]ea (b.1810), his Unc]e

Ann Asburg (b i 84—2), whom JosePh visits in Knowlc, Warwickshire,
known as “your Aunt Ann.? She is an older sister to JosePh’s wife, Mar9

I dwards Asburg

letter written to in | ondon; re|ationsl’1iP unknown

Ben_jamin Hingleﬂ (1833-1891), JosePh’s older brother, died 1891




[ hidson
David
David Priest

liza (not named)

Ben Hing]eﬂ (b.1864), Joseph’s nePl’lew, son of his brother Benjamin
Hing]eg; age47in 1911; Joseph’s host while in Crac”eg

"-1 ;

visited in | _ondon, mentioned often, relationship unknown

David Hing]eg (b.18%4), Joseph’s deceased elder brother
friend, Joseph met in Crac”eg
Fliza Hing]eg (b.1843%), Joseph’s sister, age 68 in 191 i;visited in Crac”eg

[ liza Horton (b. 1860), JosePh’ niece, c{aughter of his sister [ Jannah
Hing]eg [Horton, visited in (Cleveland, Ohio. On]g Photo of the brother
and three sisters |iving therein 1911




[ llen

sther

corge
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anna

arr

okman

E_Hen Horton (b. 1 866), \)osePh’s niece, daugl’lter of his sister [ {annah
Hingleg [Horton, visited in Crac”eg; age45in 1911
[ sther Justine Haag (1888-1964), future wife of [ {oward Asburg
Hingleg, our (Grandfather, in Portland. Mentioned in a letter home JosePh
says of our Granc‘mother:
“| am g|ad that E_stlﬁer is getting a|ong a|rfght. | should have sent her
a Posta| but [Howard never mentioned her full name and for the life

of me ] cannot rememberit but tell her hello for me and remember me

to Noalﬁ.”

George Blasser, husband oFJosePh’s dauglﬁter Mag
[Hannah Hin5163 [Horton (1840-1911), Josepl’l’s older sister; age 71 in
191 1;in Crac”eg. [annah would die in Crac”eg while he was visiting,

Met in Bexhill-on-Sea. Brother-in-law, husband of wife Marg’s sister



Fllen. | ctter Postecl to while in Cra&leﬁ; b1 857,age 54in 1911

awkins relationship unknown
P
elen mentioned often, visited in |_ondon; sometimes referred to as “your Aunt
Y

[Helen” Best guess is that this is a sister of his wife, Mar3 | dwards Asbury

(if this is the case, aka [ llen).
elen Horton (see Fllen, above)

elen in Bexhill-on-Sea, re!ationsl’lip unknown, unless this is [ llen, Joseph’s
wife’s sister
enr Henr3 William Hin5163 (1884-1960), JOS@PI’I’S sonin 1911,age 27, |fving

in Portland, Oregon with his father Joseplﬁ

enr Henr3 Hing!eg (b.1849),in Crac”eg, brother OFJOS@PI’I; died 1872
oward [Howard Asburg Hing|eg (1886-1976),in 1911 age 25, living in Portland,

Oregon with his Father\)osepl’l; our (Grandfather




ubert Hubert Bright Hingleg (1 87 6-1 952), Josepl’l’s son,in 1911 age 35, ]iving
in Portland, Oregon with his father Joseph

JosePh travels with «_Jack” to Hunnington
arvis visited in Webb Citg, Missouri; letters written to; relationshiP unknown

PEE

ennie Jane [Horton (born abt 1871), JosePh’s niece, c]augl’lter of his sister
[annah Hingleg [Horton; visited in Cleveland; age40in 1911

oe Hingle Josepl’l’s nePl’lew (b.1 867), son of this brother David Hingleg (b.18%4)

Joe Hingleg (b i 870), Josepl’l’s nePhew, son of his brother Henr3

3

Hingleg; age41in1911; mother [ lizabeth not named but visited
ohn [ingle JosePh’s nePhew, son of his brother David Hing|eg (1834~ ); visited in
Chicago. [is children at home were Ben, Sam, Walter, and Rose

ohn Horton Josepl’l’s nePl’lew (born I 865), son of his sister Hannah Hin5163 Horton;
visited in Cleveland;in 1911 age 46
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friend met 133 Joseplﬁ in Cradleﬁ
Mgra Hing!eg’s (b.1846) daughter, Joseplﬂ’s niece, in Cra&ley‘

| ottie [Horton (b. i 875), \)oseplﬁ’s niece, dauglﬁter of his sister [ Jannah
Hingleg [Horton, visited in Crac”eg; age 38 in 1911

I llen Maude Hingleg (1878-1962),
Joseplﬁ’s daughter; in 1911 age 33, |iving
in Portland, Oregon with herfather. [e
took Pictures of his Familg with him; the

one receiving the most attention was that

of Maude with her extraordinar3 hair.

Anniec Mabel Hing163 Blasser (i 8751 954), Joseph’s daughter, in1911
age 36, living in Portland, Oregon




]Mepham
lSAic‘c”el(auF
Mrs. Franklin

Rechab Hingleq

\C)ammq (oo‘per

amuel Clift

Fllen Mabel Coleman, in Bexhill-on-Sea, niece througl’z Joscph’s wife’s
sister, [~ llen. On]g known Photograplﬁ; b. 1886, age25in 1911

Mr. Mcpham to meet Joseplﬂ in Lonclon with He|er\; Hc]en’s husband?
in Portland, re|ationshiP unknown

relationship unknown

Mgra Hingleg (b.1846), Joseph’s older sister, age 65in 191 i, visited in
Crad]eg.

Mgra [Head (b. 1860), Joseplﬂ’s niece, claugl']tcr of sister Sarah Hingley
Head (b. 18%6);age 51in 1911

Noah Hinglcg (1841-1929), Joseplﬂ’s brotherin Portland, Oregon

Joseph’s first cousin (b. 1844), son of his uncle, Noah Hingley; met in

Crad]eg
friend met bg Joscph in Crac”eg; wished to be remembered to Noah

Hing]eg, Joscph’s brother
husband of Mgra [Head (dauglﬂter oFJosePh’s sister, Sarah [Jead)



Sarah Sarah Hingleg [Head (1836-1911), Joseph’s older sister, age75in 1911,
visited in Crac”eg

5ergeant letter written to in | ondon; relationship unknown

5ophia Sophia Hingleg (b.1 877), Josepl’l’s niece, c]aughter of his brother David
Hing]eg

Tilden letter sent to Portland; relationslﬂip unknown

Walter [Homer mentioned on|3 in the context of “l’laving left Hannah?in 1911; hersecond
husband not there at her death



Note to Reader

Joseph Hingley was a blacksmith born in Cradley in 1850 who emigrated to the United States in 1973 with his
older brother, Noah, and younger brother, Simeon. Thirty-eight years later in 1911 he returned to Cradley to visit his
surviving sisters and his nieces and nephews; he recorded his daily experiences in a Diary which has remained for nearly
100 years with the family he established in Oregon.

Joseph Hingley was the ninth of ten children of Samuel and Eliza Walker Hingley. The history of the family
in Cradley is multi-generational, going as far back historically as we can trace, and in all instances the Hingleys were
nailers of one kind or another. The larger story of Joseph is one of successful emigration from the harsh conditions of the
iron-working industry in mid-19th century Cradley and the Black Country. But the story is also one of family. In the
hiatus since his departure, his mother and two of his older brothers (Benjamin and David) had died. Two of his brothers,
Noah and Simeon, had emigrated, but sisters Sarah Head, Hannah Horton, Eliza, and Myra were still there, although
Hannah, sadly, would die during his visit.

The Diary here published contains only the Cradley portion of Joseph’s travels. Appropriate to add, we think, is
that in his journey across the United States he describes also visits with those children of his siblings who traveled
behind him: in Chicago, Illinois he stays with John Hingley (son of brother Samuel) and his family, and in Cleveland,
Ohio, he finds most of sister Hannah Horton’s children living in proximity. On his return to the USA he locates his first
cousin, Saul Hingley (son of his Uncle Noah), in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. To continue the theme of emigration
within the family, but not mentioned in the Diary, is that the younger brother with whom he migrated first to the Pacific
Coast, Simeon, continued on to Brunswick, Australia, where he was joined somewhat later by one of Joseph’s sister
Sarah’s children, George Head.

The illustrations contained in the Diary come almost exclusively from postcards and pictures Joseph Hingley
acquired while in Cradley in 1911.
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The Diarg

Tl’]e Departure for Emgland

chncsdag) M33 17
The longed for dag has arrived. Had avery light breakfast and we start from New
York with great chccring and }Dlowing of the whistle. The shiP has its full caPacity‘I One

RMS Campania, the ship Joseph Hingley takes to England.

o'clock took dinner on the shiP which was very goocl and l feel fine and are out of sight of land
and the seais like a sheet of glass and we are ro”ing along at a pretty good gait. Thc

accommodation is very good. Thereis every convenience all the same on land. Sent letters to

E_”cn, Alice Hingleyz and Maude.

May 17-2% (at sea for six clags)

! Joseph ticketed with the Cunard Line, and was aboard the S.S. Campania.

2 Alice Hingley could be his brother David’s daughter. The “Hingley” part is confusing: she was married
to Herbert Head in 1905. Another “Alice” in family is his sister Hannah’s daughter, but her maiden name would be
Horton (married name Sidaway). Perhaps the “Hingley” designation is to distinguish between the two Alices.
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chncsdag, Mag 24

Arrivecl at Livchoo! at 10 AM. Board train at 12:40 bound for Wolverhampton
then to Stourbridge. Change to Cradleg‘ Scnt telegram to Myraa which cost 8 pence.
Too‘( lunch g]ass milk & Black Current tart for which ] Paicl 4 pence and the funniest cars
you ever see. but oh my, the Beaut}j around LiverPool as we getinto sight of Lancl l could
not hc]P but remark on the Sccner3 EYe) English. You know l thought of Oregon the grass &
trees so Bcauthcuny green. ] thought that LiverPool would be a terrible P]ace to get around in
but the PcoPle are quiet and orc{erlg...mC course..there is quitc a number of Folicc. ] certain]y

NEW POOL LRADLEY FaRrGE

View from New Pool toward Cradley town at left, Homer Hill at right, c. 1911.

love the sight of O]cl Eng!and on my [irst ]mPression. You have stood on Council Crest &
seen the Beautg of the Tualatin \/a”eg but the scenery between Liverpool & Chester is
grand‘ We see Chester Cathcdra] at a little distance. l cannot describe the scenery. ] may be

somewhat Prejudiced but Belicvc me my eyes have seen. We are now in Wrexham‘

] arrived at Cradleg Myra was there to meet me and a Time we had. Walked Home

3 Joseph’s older sister Myra, born 1846, hence 65 years old. Both he and his brother Simeon named
daughters after Myra.
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and thcy made me very comfortable. Took awalk in the Evening and found our Bcn’s son
Berﬁ and he is all right he has a nice home & ] do not know what l shall do for thcg expect me

i

Ben Hingley, Joseph’s nephew, and his daughter, Maggie,  Joseph Hingley’s host in Cradley: his nephew Ben, his
Gladstone Villa, Furlong Lane, Cradley. Where Joseph wife, Lucy, and his daughter, Maggie.
stayed while in Cradley.

to stay with them so & so !ong. But ] visited some of the scenes of my Chi!dhoocl but Oh,
What a Changc.

Thursclay, Mag 25
Thc next morning l went for Mail but disaPPointecl. f:ounc! our [annah’ in a very

poor state of health. Went to see Sarahé & Harmah’s Daughter Eliza but very poor. cht

4 “Our Ben” is Joseph’s much older brother, Benjamin Hingley, born 1833 and died 1891. The “Ben”
Joseph is staying with is his nephew, son of brother Benjamin, age 47 in 1911.

5 Hannah, Joseph’s sister, born 1840, now 71, would die during his visit.

6 Sarah, born 1836, is a sister, age 75. Eliza is one of Hannah’s daughters.
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to see | ottie’ another daughter who was gone to Birmingham and find that Walter [Homer®
has left Hannah & do not know where he is. | ottie is cloing very well and very busg in their
little fruit store and is quite ambitious. Went to see them make anchors. My theg Work hard.

Anchor chain making at N. Hingley works, Netherton. One of the most well-known photographs of chain making at the
Noah Hingley works in Netherton. This is Ben Hodgetts' large cable Titanic chain gang (left to right): Ben Woodhouse,

George Bridgwater, Albert Hodgetts, Theopholus Dunn, Ben Hodgetts. (Nigel Brown)

They drink lots of Beer. ] am now near O]cl Hi”g. | ottie’s come back from Birmingham 2
ocdock and such a gir!‘ Sheisa Big stout \Woman and very \)o”g‘ Sheis all Business. [{ad
Ham &eggs & becr for Dinner as ] went round ] tried to find A]icc Hing!eg'o but had the
hardest time. ] found her at last ]iving near Ben Hing!ey & Married 5 years & Albert married
with 3 children. ]n the evening bcn took me around see my Qld Chums and the short cuts ]
remembered so well. Went to [Homer [Hill & then to the Liberal C]u]:) which was built by

Subscription & avery nice thing to keep men out of the Fub]ic [House. Come across Kechab

7 Lottie Horton is daughter of Hannah Hingley Horton (Joseph Hingley’s sister), owner of a fruit store in
Cradley or Cradley Heath.

8 Walter Homer is Hannah’s second husband. David Horton, Hannah’s first husband, was alive in 1891
(English Census). We do not know when he died.

? Old Hill, just to the north of Cradley Heath. Joseph is doing a bit of walking his first day.

10 Alice and Albert are Joseph’s brother David Hingley’s children.
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Postcard of the Liberal Club at its opening, about a month before
Joseph Hingley arrived.

Hingley.” Homc at 10 talked till 11 went to bed and slcPt like a (og.

Fridag) M33 26

Chain-making in Cradley. Joseph notes that the women work just
like the men.

i:ecl fine. Took a walk after mail but clisaPPointecl. The Fostal Sgstem seems to me
is disgusting. Went to see them make chain. (Gave a few small coins to them. My it looks tough

! Rechab would be Joseph’s first cousin, son of his uncle, Noah Hingley.
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to see how they work. Went to | ottie then to Old fill Fost Ogice but no letters. Came
back to | ottie’s. Lay down on Lounge & hadarest. [Jad a Poric Pic for dinner. Stro”ed home
to Ben’s but l am Fee]ing tired but gooutin the Evening. ]t seems there is so many to and

see; in the way of scenery there is not much to see only O]cl Reminiscences but Ben took me

High Street, Cradley, 1911.

through all the nooks and short cuts that were very familiarin my Youth. Conditions are a
great deal better than theg was but Oh My theg are behind the times.

Saturclay, Mag 27

Kec’cl a Fostcard from C;hiclsor\‘Z directing me how to visit him for a clag. ] went to visit
the Anvil Yarcl and Women were working like the Men. Unc!e Jim’sw [Home but it is all
changecl‘ Thc Feople seem to be glad to think someone had come & takes an interest in their
welfare. Went to see [annah & as many of the Old Timers. Came across David Frics’cwr &
John F, & Sammy Cooper wished to be remembered to Noah. A” the Qlcl f:o]ks get
Fensions. At night went to | ive Wags and evergthing seemed to be as of Old, the Sta”s &
Cheap Jack & Roast Fotatoes all as it was 58 years ago.

'2 Chidson lives in London—we have not been able to establish the nature of the friendship/relationship
with Joseph.

13 James Hingley’s home, Joseph Hingley’s uncle.

“1n Kelly’s Directory of 1868, a David Priest is listed as a grocer, but this would be over 40 years later.
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Smelay, M33 28
UP at 8 o'clock breakfast. Went to Lot’cie’s & show her a letter was going to send to

f’je]en"5 Yesterclay answered Chidson Fost Carcl‘ Toclay sent a letter to He]en te”ing her
the conditions here concerning their mother. Went to Crac”ey Church. Evergthing seems

kiE i &é

_STPETERS.CH. CRADLEV

St. Peter’s Church, Cradley, where Joseph is unsuccessful in finding either his
Mother or Brother’s grave.

about the same on]y theg are clri]cting to High Church. l strolled round the Church Yarcl but

Mother’s Grave was not to be seen. ] could not locate our Davicl’s'é grave but will before ] go.

'3 Who is Helen? If this person is Ellen, she will be Joseph’s niece, one Hannah’s children.

16 Joseph Hingley’s brother, David Hingley, born 1834, died in 1900.
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But ] am anxious for Letters from Home and from He]en‘ ] call on some of the Fo”(s as ] go
from one F]acc to another and theg dorn’t seem to know how to do enough for me. The
interestiﬂg walk ] took was when Ben took me on the Tumpike road & Co”ey Gate and

around Co]maﬂ il where ] spent many Happy [Hours in my courting Dags and evergthing

-

HICKMANS SERIES. DREWS HOLLOWAY CDLLAE\; GATE

Drew’s Holloway and Colman Hill, places of Joseph Hingley’s courting days.

secemed so familiar. Ben’s wife does all she can to make me comfortable. She certainlg is a
goocl Mother to his gir! and makes him a goocl the‘ The weather seems to be very warm. ]
have seen no rain since ] left Denver but the Countrg Roads make me very tired but have
rested well this afternoon. Wentto | ow Church Armiversar3 met SOPhia /\!ice’5 youngest
sister Mgra }Drought me a letter from Mag'g after me writing to her Mother Helen whg in the
name of common sense didn’t she answer my Let’cer & tell me something. ] felt cross. l]C ] did

not know their simP!icitg ] believe ] should changc my Plans‘

Monclay, May 29

7 Coleman Hill-place of Joseph’s courtship with Mary Edwards Asbury, his wife.
18 Joseph’s nieces, brother David Hingley’s daughters.

19 May appears here to be the daughter of Helen who lives in London of whom we cannot a relationship.
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"FURLONG LANE" CRADLEY

Furlong Lane, Cradley, 1911, photographed from Colley Gate, looking north towards Overend,
with Cradley Heath beyond. (Nigel Brown)

NGLANGE CRADLEV™

-

Furlong Lane extended, down the hill from photo above. Talbot Street is just to the right beyond
the lamppost, and Spring Lane is down past the next row of houses; at the corner of Spring and
Talbot is the house where Joseph stayed while in Cradley.

Hacl a goocl rest. lt is now ZFM ] have ) meals & 2 glasses of Bccr. ] never see the
Bcat to them eating. The won’t let me get hungry. ] am very anxious for some Mail from
g Y g 2y Y
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Home. Took awalk to see Alice. She is a nice girl and anxious to save a little for O]cl Age.
]n the Evening Ben and ] went to see Joe Hing]ey.zo ] have not much use for him. A]Cter that
we went to see r‘leﬂryzX Wife and son Joe. ] he House ’cheg liveinis swell & Joeis a fine
]ookiﬂg fellow & his mother looks well. [ ]e has is a fine noble looking woman for his the.
They are very comfortable. [ e has about an acre of ground and all kinds of [ruit from
APP]es to Gooseberries. [Had a long talk. Joe has 2 children. The bog is studying in
Co”ege for the Ministry and a fine lookinggir] about 1 9, the very image of A]ice Hing(ey.

Tuesclay, May 50

Took it casy toclay itis very warm & in the evening went to see your Cousin Myra‘
\/erg comfortable for a School | eacher & her [{usband™ an [nsurance Agent.

Wednesdag, M33 51

Wrote 3 letters to Maude & Chiclson and Harry Coleman‘ Wa”«acl down Crac”ey to
the Five Waﬂs to the Station‘ Bought timetable went to | ottie’s and stayecl there till
Evening. Made arrangements to go to Birmingham onthe 12 and i ﬁth and to Stratford on
Avon on the 14", Kicle back and forth morning and evening, ] Forgot to tell you that l am

having a suit of clothes also a Raincoat and this evening ] went to try it on.

Thursclay, June |
Weather very warm. Took it casy todag.

Fridag, \)une 2
T ook notion to goto Stourbric{ge. [ad to walk a mile to
.‘.‘Their Parks are very consPicuous }DH their absence but the T own

itself has imProved very much. [Jave a car line from to Duc”ey. ] should have said that
yesterday ] and your Cousin Joe went to see Dudleg Castle which is about the same as
when ] left.

20 Joseph Hingley’s nephew, brother David Hingley’s son.

21 Henry Hingley, Joseph’s brother, died young at age 23 in 1872, leaving behind a son, Joseph (here, Joe)
and his wife, Elizabeth, who was apparently pregnant with daughter Henrietta, who was to be born the next year.

2 Myra Head is a daughter of Timothy and Sarah Hingley Head. Her husband is Samuel Clift of Dudley.
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Park Road, Cradley, part of the main A458 road running west-east from Stourbridge to
Birmingham. It becomes Colley Gate at the top of the hill in view, then Windmill Hill,
then Drew's Holloway, after which it is Stourbridge Road into Halesowen. (Nigel Brown).

HIGK ST. COLLEY GATE

HICKMANS SERIES”

Windmill Hill, Cradley, looking up toward Colley Gate and Park Road beyond.

Saturclay, June 3
Keceivccl letter from [Helen which ] shall keep with all the others. Went to Cradleg

Station to find out how ] could meet her and answered te”ing her ] would be at Victoria on the
i 9th at 9:40. Bcn’s thc would have no denial but what she must have our Photo taken. cht
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to Crac”cy Hcath.

Cradley Heath, c. 1911. Joseph makes many trips here, especially primarily to get a new suit of

clothes made in the “American” fashion. Photo: courtesy of Nigel Brown.

Sunclay, June 4+

Keceivccl cards from [Helen. Faicl avisit to Joe Hingleg and received a Postcard from
Chiclsor\.

Monclay, Jur\e 5
Wrote a letter to Chidson te”ing him to meet me at Victoria on the 1 9th at 9:40. Went

to the Clent [ills with Ben and Wife. T here was a goocl shower and toc{ag is a Peautiful

clag. Evergthing was very familiar and enjoged ourselves very much.

Tucsclay, June 6
Got up very tired but was soon over it. Stro”ccl round Crac”cg Heath. Bought some

underwear. Furchascd afew Photocards of some of the workers arounc!; received a letter from
May which was forwarded }39 gourAunt [Helen tell me about [Hawkins coming to Eng!and.
Sent Photo to Maude. T ook in a Picture show which was very goocl. Ben’s Wife has an awful
time with his gir!. SHC is very )Curmg but ] think in time she will be all righ’c. Keceivecl aletter
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from May dated Mag 22 and in the evening one dated May i9.

Wednesdag) June 7

The morning a letter from Maude and from one Chic{son which ] could not make out
but shall not change my Plans because of the imPrcssion ] have in her letter inclicating that
they have no desire to cater to my Plans. l am Padc”ing my own canoe and shall not worry
whether | see them or not. Poard a train to Hunnington with Jack to see his [Tathers home
which is a suburb near [Jalesowen. Made inquirg in regard the Price of land and found that it
ranges from $500 to $ 1000 an acre but is held ]:)3 the Lords andis imPossible to bug until the
Lancl Laws are imProved. ] came back to 1 OFM got lunch and went to bed.

Thursclay, June 8

FATHEALESS CERROLEY

Where Joseph took walks, including the Clent Hills in the background and Fatherless
Barn in the foreground.

] know you will have a great time todag with the Rose f:estiva] and the neat three Clays
if the is good. ]t is beautiful here. Went to Crac”eg [Feath to try the coat on for he had to
make another before ] as suited and now ] think ] shall have satisfaction. Oh but the Business
men are slow to catch on to new ideas. Bought ajar of blackberrgjam and tried to get some
]ta]ian prunes but there is actua”g no fruit to be had of any sort. The weather is very warm
and drg. ]t has been a goocl many years since theg have had such a drg season. Last night we
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went to a lecture of ]:ree Tracle and Mail was }Drought me. Fhoto of Maude and letter from

[Helen and Postcarcl forwarded from Henry and [Joward.
Fridag, Juxwe 9

Scnt letter to He]en thanking her invitation and to Mr. MePham to meet me at
Victoria or meet me at [Helen’s. Ca”ed on | ottie and while there word came that sister
Hannah’s House was on fire. Went to see. Founcl that she had attemPtecl to light the gas

and set the curtain on fire but had Put it out without much Clamages.

Saturday,June 10
] am having trouble with my clothes. [1e has made the pants and vest all right but the

HICKIMANS SERIES.”

Colley Lane, Cradley, with the recently built School on the left, the centenary of which Dudley
Council marked by demolishing it. The view today is completely different on both sides of this
length of Colley Lane, and there are certainly no trees in the road. (Nigel Brown)

coat he is having the third trial. T hink it will be all right Start to ugcomben with PBen and
the on Ficm’c‘ Freight cars very small about 6 x 12 about 400 of us are in the party. The
grounds are large owned }Dg Cadbury the chocolate maker. Cric‘(et and othergames. Tl‘:eg

# “Uffculme,” Kings Heath: owned by the Cadburys, of the renowned Bournville chocolate making
family.
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call the wooleg aPhis the Ana

Blight. (ot back to Snow [Hill.*
Wa”«icl around town 2 hours. ]t is a

T Y
s 3 e, s |
Snow il Station, Birmingham

busg town on Saturdags. Arrived
Home ati12 pm.

Sunclay,Junc I
Rest goocl‘ Keceived letter

from May saying how anxious you

are to hcar?rom me }Dut exPect your

mail are arrving all rlght and will Birmingham Railroad Station: Snow Hill.

know that l am getting along all

rightg took dinner with | ottie. Took in the Brotherhood Meeting with Ben as a Member and
they gave me quite asend off knowing that a Friend of one of their members from America
spoke of me coming 7000 miles to visit. Asked to Address the Mecting (O{: course l did not)
but l had a great talk with the bogs afterward. They are a very like!g Crowd and will
accomP!ish good things through their Mr. F in very few years.

Monclay June 12
Went to Birmingham strolled around to the Art Ga“erg nothing like what l see in New

Yori(. Took in the Theatre which was good with a few new stunts. [ Jome at 11 FM supper
and to Becl‘

Tuesclay, June %
Slcpt fine! C]oucly weather sent letter to Maude Fost Carcl to chrg, Mag,

Howard, Esther & Noah. Just taking it casy. lt is a bum P!ace to get a suit of clothes on the

merican style, am having some trouble anyhow.
tgl h g t H 9}1

Wednesdag June 14
Stratford on Avon todag. Start from Cradleg 9:30 arrive at Birmingham 1 0:00.

% In 1906 reconstruction of Snow Hill commenced, completed in 1912. The new station building was
intended to compete with New Street, which at the time was a much grander building than it is today. The rebuilt
station had a large booking hall with an arched glass roof. It contained lavish waiting rooms with oak bars. The
bottom end of the station had fish platforms (Birmingham was and still is a major participant in the seafood
industry) and goods storage. The station was twice as long as the current one.

25



Change to Strahcorcl 10:35 arriveat 1 1:10. ]t did not take me long‘ Concluc{ecl togo to
‘(rxowle25 and see Ann 2 Arrived at Knowle about ) FM and found ] had to walk about 4
miles. ] thought that was tough but when ] met Ann and gotto know the situation ] found she
was unable to Put me up for the m’ght. But she made me as comfortable as could consiclering
the time ] was there which about an hour and of course ] had to walk back and very tired when ]
arrived at K nowle. Arrived at Birmingham about 9FM Tried to bug me a hat but the stores
were closed. Arrivecl home about 1 0:%0. Ben’s wife stags up till l come back and gets supper
and beer. ] certainlg enjog their beer made bg herself and is quite different from ]ager beer.

Thursclay, June 15
Slcpt till 8:30 took a walk to Crac”eg Heath. Orclerecl coat and Pants to out to

He]en’s‘ Had anap at Lo’ctie’s. Bought basket strawberries and filled and filled the cl39 with
writing and reading.

Fridag)Juxwe 16

Keceivecl letter from [elen and answered it with
Photo of mysehc and Een’s )Camily. \/\/a”(ed towards
evening, Started to rain. SPent the time and [Jome.
m]:airg Ta!es (as they called them) sent book of
Strahcorcl on Avon to Maude.

Saturclay June 17

The first thing this morning Mﬂra’s Claughter | izzie
came and rePorted that sister Hannah had died in the
m’ght and wished that ] should act as one of the mourners
and the Plans that had been made between mgse!F and
[elen that she should meet me at Victoria. l concluded not

to break the engagement. There was quite a
Hannah Hingley Horton, Joseph

thundershower todag. Tl‘:e countrg around here will ProFit Hingley’s sister.

25 . .
Knowle, Warwickshire.

2% This is Ann Asbury, sister to Joseph Hingley’s wife, Mary Edwards Asbury, apparently still living on
the family farm between Knowle and Balsall on Fen End Road. The Asburys have a generational connection to

Knowle and Balsall (the father, William Asbury, is once listed as owning 5 acres in the area). There is an Asbury
Road in Balsall.
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very much; but this is the first da9 that l could not go out since ] arrived here. As ] was the
on]y brother here ] thought ] would stag another week and telegram to HC]Cﬂ‘ The
circumstances ..for her to meet me the Fo”owing Monday June 26. ] exPect she will be
clisaPPointed but think if for the best.

SUﬂclay, June 18
| go to meet Joe Hingley and his son who'is going to give a discourse at Stourbriclge

and a bright young man is. Took train to Crad!eg to the Mens Own.” Joe is very much took
up with me and what ] have to say in regard to Oregon. Come home and took supper and then

went to Lot’cie’s to make arrangements.

Monclay,June 19
This is the day ] exPectecl togo to | ondon. ]t rains ’codag and ’cheg need it.

Tuesclay, June 20
Lay around till it was time to goto the funeral. ] was very quiet and simPle ceremonies.
Went off better than ] ’chought it would owing to a will made in favor of the grandson. ] tried to

reconcile the children but shall leave them to work it out themselves.

Wednesdag, June 21

SCﬂt letter to Maucle and am anxious to get one from Helen Hortorx ] thought of
Noah and took a walk over Homer Hl” down to He” Ho!em the P]ace he started from to
America. ]:ouncl the house in about the same condition but surroundings were imProved. Tl’]e
old s]itting mill was demolished. The People are makiﬂg great Preparations for tomorrow. \/er3
much like July 4 but with more enthusiasm. ] tried to getmy genea!og3 traced but as ] could
not go farther than 70 years gave it up. Bought a beauthcu]jet necklace for Maude.

Thursclay, June 22
Keceivecl letter from Maude; every Familg on their Hag waving in honor of their king and

27 A men’s club at Two Gates.

28 The Salt Brook, originally saline, drained from the hillside below Two Gates, ran through Cradley Park
Valley and the Hayes dingle, and formed the parish boundary between Oldswinford and Cradley. The brook is now
culverted, meeting the Stour at the Saltbrook Inn in the area known locally as Hill Hole and also Hell Hole, because
of the forge fires that burnt there day and night (Nigel Brown, Cradley Links).
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queen. Had a great time in
Crac”cy Heath. Bon fires
and fireworks and such a
crowd but l noticed there was

[ very little drunkenness.”
Y

i:riclay, Jur\c 2%
Answered Helen’s

letter. Sat around till 2

o'clock for the Chi]clrcn’s

Fartg which would have been

Souvenir Postcard of the Coronation of King George V and Queen Mary, agra nd success if the
June 22, 1911. weather had been fine but it
started to rain in Oregon

sty]e and the children were led into the schools.

Saturclay, June 24
Rain all day and very quiet.

Sunclay, Junc 25
Sti“ raining but went to a show. The folks wish that l was not going to London. Theg

don’t know how to do enough for me. Expect to have quitc a time with the gir]‘

Monclay, June 26

Start from Crac”cy 6:15. Bcn’s wife said not a word for her heart was full to see me
going, But all the same ] go. Arrive in Birmingham 7:10, change cars cars for London. Arrive
Victoria 9:42. ]:ounc{ [Helen. She certainlg has changccl ] see her last. Wa]kecl around and
see Big Bcn and the [Jouses of Farliament, Westminster Abbey, Tra)calgar Squarc, Duke
of Wc”ington Monument and George the 4™ and several others. Thc Frincipal streets

%% These are celebrations for the coronation of King George V and Queen Mary. In a letter of June 13,
1911, to his daughter Maude, Joseph Hingley adds:
“Whether] shall see the Coronation ornot ] don’t know. but ] dor’t think ] am so Nutt3 that

l would do so as some exPect to do have to stand on the curb for 24 hours at a stretch. ] am

not so ?avorablg inclined towards Rogaltg.”
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Ox?ord and Regent, Ficcadi”g, and Buckingham Falace and Qpeen Victoria Monument
which was beautiful. Tl’]e streets were not crowded so much as New York or Chicago. No
street cars in the citg. Their conveyances consist of buses of which there are a great number.
Took dinner and as it was raining took a bus to the station. Arrived at Bexhi” 6 FM Took
supper and went to bed after a long talk with A!ice and Magbo who came in from their work
8:50. Alice and May are two tall girls but not very strong, Alice is troubled very much with

Chilblains‘

Tuesclay, June 27
AFter a goocl rest A[ice and ] took a walk to the Beach which was pretty and wishing

not to take them from their duties ] am trying to locate the roads so ] can take in the scenery
55 myse]]c‘ They live in the suburb of Bexhill. Shall have to walk 11,72 miles to the car which
will take me to West Marina, St Leonard’s and Hastiﬂgs.

Wednesdag, June 28

] am now at St. Leonard’s‘ ]t is a beautiful Place‘ The Faracle extends it Probabla two
miles. The sea wall in fact is the beach and the hotels are within 400 feet of the ocean; after
takiﬂg in the sea breezes iﬂquirecl for the YMCA in London as ] wish to stay there a week
on my way back. Received Poci(et list and Diary. Kequired of course. Everybody likes to talk
to an Americaﬂ but ’cheg know little of Oregon. l get tired. Ta‘ce car for home by way of
CioodersaX i 12 mile. Wa”( for exercise had good supper and talked a while. Went to bed.

Thursclay June 29
Dizzy this morning but wrote two letters to Chiclson and Ben. Walked to Bexhi“ to

sme” t}‘lC sS€a breeze‘ \/cry ]CCW on S}“IOFC ]COF thC Wlﬂd was l’ﬂgh Wa”cecl by wag OIC COOdCﬂ

home.

Fridag, \)une 30
Kaining and ] feel cliz;13 yet of all the Places since ] left Oregon this is the dullest. ]t is

too earlg in the season but they seem content. They are certainly are humble and content with

30 Joseph visits Bexhill-on-Sea to visit his deceased wife’s relatives. Alice and May are Alice and May
Coleman, daughters of Henry and Ellen Coleman, Mary Hingley’s sister. Joseph visits his brother-in-law, Henry
(Harry) Coleman and a Helen, too, whom we assume to be Helen Asbury, Henry’s wife, Mary’s sister.

31 An area of town in Bexhill, on the sea.
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their lot. A]ice grumbles some theg do not know much of life and no energy to get out of the
rut. ] think A]ice would do something if she had someone to give her a start; but what can theg
do with such a limited income. Took aside to Hastings and came across a man that was on

the CamPania‘ Went to Picture show of the Coronation scenes.

Saturclay Ju]g |

Takiﬂg it casy. Went to blacksmith shoP and whee]wright shoP and around the ]:ields
Home. lt seems to me theg are alwags eating here and theg are surPrised how little ] eat. They
treat me very much like an honored guest. Went round with f"larryﬁZ to see some of the farm

crops but they are not takiﬂg very much Pricle‘

SUﬂclay, Ju]y 2

A\Cter breakfast took a walk to the seaside. \/er3 Pleasant. Back to dinner 1 o’clock.
]n the evening He]eﬂ and Harrg and myse” went to his sister who is on a farm about 2 1
miles. A tHPica! farm in England with some very fine stock. Treated me well and invited me to

stay as ]ong as ] wanted.

Monclay, Ju]y )

Was woke up this morning ]:)9 the folks to see the Hying machines go }DH trave!ing from
Ca]ais to Lonclon We had a fine view, very clear and bright in the afternoon. Alice took me a
]ong walk. Fractica”g all round Bexl’n’”. ]t is a beautiful country but it does not aPPeal to me
because a poor man has no chance to own the land. |t is all held by some | ord or Duke and is
rented. Ancl came home very tired. Heleﬂ gotme a cup of tea which done me goocl‘ Sent fora
little Jamaca Plum and enjoyecl it very much.

Tuesclay, Ju]g 4
] thought last ﬂight ] would sleeP fine but ] can not sleeP down here. l feelfine and think

it is the sea air. Wrote a letter to Mrs. Franklin, Sargeant, and Ben and received a letter
from Ben’s wife, a very nice letter. | ook a walk to Bexhill. SPent the cl39 }DH the sea and it is
a beautiful dag‘ Tonight we see another air ship and theg do some wonderful capers.

Wednesdag, Ju13 5

32 This is Henry Coleman (b. 1847), his brother-in-law, husband to Ellen, Mary Hingley’s older sister.
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Airships are all the excitement. Sent letter to | ottie, Maucle, and May, Mrs
SCrgeant and Mrs. Beleham of | ondon . You see my corresPonclence is extencling very

much.

Thursclay, Ju!g 6
Took it casy till afternoon when May takes me a very P]easant walk ]:)9 and through

Bexhill where we sPend the day and get home tired. Puthad a good supper with a Pint of ale
and thought ] would s!eeP well but it seems ] can not sleep here. ]t is very Pret’cg at night. The
seais like sea of g!ass. Wa”< through the fields and talked with one and another concerning

the wonders of America.

Fridag, \)ulg 7
SICPt a little better and took a walk to Bexhill Cit9 Park about five acres and laid out

very Pret’cg but the PCOP!C arevery conservative.

Saturclay, Ju!3 8
\/erg little s]eeP‘ Went to barber shoP had hair cut and shave and feel fine. Bought

few bananas 16" alb. A” kinds of fruitis high. Rentis cheaP, clothes are cheaper but no

conveniences SUCh as tC!CPhOHCS. The roacls are Fine.

SUﬂclay, Ju]y 9

] am now in St. Mark’s Church Lit’c]e Common’s” whichis 150x 50 andis very
Pret’cy. What they call their church the school is near ]:)36 where the gir]s went to school. The
lanes are love]y. ] call them lover's lanes and wonder there is not more lovers in the evening, We

all took a walk down to Gooclen for the last time.

Monclay, Ju]y 10

SICPt Fair!g good. Rose ats o'clock and at 6 started to Bexhi“ but the hardest Part of
thejoumey is the Parting with friends. Youjust stay ]ong enough to get acquainted and then
have to leave. But the best of friends have to Part for ] thought when ] left the folks that it was
the turning around towards [Jome. But ] had a Pleasant ride to Victoria and then found

Chidson’s with much trouble. Took dinner with them and stayed about three hours. Chiclson

33 An area of Bexhill just above Gooden.



took me round the citg and secured Room at the Abbey [Hotel. ] think London is certain|3 a
busg city and he went home. Took in the Co]iseum Theatre. (ot to bed 11:30.

Tucsday,Julg i1

The noise was too much for me last night so change rooms and after breakfast from
3 2
Westminster ] take the Tube KR for i pence. ] go down to Kew Garclens. ]t is a Park of

about 288 acres }Deauthcullg laid out with some of the finest trees you ever see.

A]Cte rword

Here the Diary ends, although Joseph Hingley would not leave for home until the first of September, 1911. If he
continued to keep writing his diary in another volume, we do not know. As far as we can determine, he returned to
Cradley from his trip to Bexhill-on-Sea for the balance of his stay, finally arriving in New York aboard the RMS
Lusitania (of World War I infamy) on September 2, 1911.




